to protect him from entrapment 


in an abandoned or stored 


refrigerator or freezer. 


THE PROBLEM... 
and how you can 
solve it... 


An unused or abandoned refrigerator 
or freezer in your basement or garage 
poses a hazard to children. You may save 
a child's life by making it safe against 
entrapment. 


Victims are usually children from two 
to twelve years old—three-fourths range 
from three to six. Twice as many boys as 
girls become entrapped. Playmates often 
are entrapped together. 


The entrapment story is simple. To a 
child, the abandoned unit becomes a 
hiding place, a playhouse, or a “jail” in 
which to lock-up “outlaw” playmates. 
A child doesn’t know a refrigerator is 
constructed airtight to preserve food 
. . . he doesn't know the danger. He 
doesn't even know what suffocation 
means. 


But you do. 


The door of the “jail” swings shut. 
Only a limited amount of air remains. 
The child’s screams and pounding 
quickly use up this oxygen. And the 
heavy insulation may: keep even his first 
cries from being heard. The story ends 
soon—death from suffocation can come 
within ten to fifteen minutes. 


If you have now—or ever will have— 
a refrigerator or freezer out-of-use, you 
can prevent an entrapment tragedy. This 
booklet shows you how to make your 
unit safe. The procedures are simple. 
If you follow them, the story can be 
different — you may save a child's life. 


parents’ ABC's 

of preventing 
refrigerator or 
freezer entrapment 


lag 


Supervise your child’s play. 


ea 


Teach your child about the dangers of 
entrapment in refrigerators, ice boxes, 
freezers, or other sealed areas. 


Before you store or discard a refrigerator 
or freezer, seal it shut, block it open, or 
remove the doors as recommended. 


(by) 


If you find a temporarily stored or 
discarded box in the neighborhood, make 
sure it is safe or removed. 


THE PROBLEM... 
and how you can 
Solve it... 


An unused or abandoned refrigerator 
or freezer in your basement or garage 
poses a hazard to children. You may save 
a child’s life by making it safe against 
entrapment. 


Victims are usually children from two 
to twelve years old—three-fourths range 
from three to six. Twice as many boys as 
girls become entrapped. Playmates often 
are entrapped together. 


The entrapment story is simple. To a 
child, the abandoned unit becomes a 
hiding place, a playhouse, or a “jail” in 
which to lock-up “outlaw” playmates. 
A child doesn’t know a refrigerator is 
constructed airtight to preserve food 
. . . he doesn’t know the danger. He 
doesn’t even know what suffocation 
means. 


But you do. 


The door of the “jail” swings shut. 
Only a limited amount of air remains. 
The child’s screams and pounding 
quickly use up this oxygen. And the 
heavy insulation may: keep even his first 
cries from being heard. The story ends - 
soon—death from suffocation can come 
within ten to fifteen minutes. 


If you have now—or ever will have— 
a refrigerator or freezer out-of-use, you 
can prevent an entrapment tragedy. This 
booklet shows you how to make your 
unit safe. The procedures are simple. 
If you follow them, the story can be 
different — you may save a child's life. 


WHEN YOU WANT TO 
STORE A REFRIGERATOR OR FREEZER 
THAT WILL BE USED AGAIN... 


REMOVE THE DOOR... if 
the unit is put either tem- 
porarily or permanently 
out of use. Take preven- 
tive action immediately 
even if the unit is to be 
out of use a short time. 
It takes only a moment 
with a screwdriver, and 
the unit is safe .. . if door 
has internal wiring other 
methods of storage are 
recommended. 


USE RUBBER BUMPERS 
OR WOODEN BLOCKS TO 
PREVENT DOOR FROM 
CLOSING COMPLETELY. Se- 
cure with contact cement or 
strong adhesive glue. Place 
high up—out of a child's 
reach—and make sure the 
bumpers or blocking are 
thick enough to prevent the 
door from closing com- 
pletely. 


CHAIN AND PADLOCK OR 
TAPE DOOR CLOSED. 
Use an ordinary chain and 
padlock if handle retains 
chain or the new virtually 
unbreakable self-adhesive 
filament tape (34” to 1” 
wide) which can be found 
at most stationery and 
hardware stores. Wrap 
tape around several times 
and overlap in the back. 


REMOVE OR MODIFY 
LATCH. If design permits, 
slip the winged head of a 
toggle bolt into latch with a 
wooden block or metal plate 
screwed flush to inner door 
surface. Where removal of 
latch leaves exposed screw 
holes attach a wooden block 
so door cannot close. When 
ready to restore to use, 


merely unscrew and remove. 


As an extra precaution, leave the shelves in your refrigerator. 


WHEN YOU DISCARD A REFRIGERATOR OR FREEZER... 
COMPLETELY REMOVE THE DOOR. In many municipalities, it’s the law. 
At any rate, it takes only a moment with a screwdriver. Do this immediately 
and have the old unit carted away and destroyed before it attracts a child’s 
curiosity . . . and endangers his life. Caution: Disconnect the power cord 
when removing door. 


This safety booklet is published by refrigera- 
tor and freezer manufacturers as a public 
service in cooperation with the Office of Prod- 
uct Safety, Food and Drug Administration, 
Consumer Protection and Environmental 
Health Services, Public Health Service, U.S. 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare. 


Additional information on entrapment is avail- 
able in Public Health Service Publication No. 
1258, available for five cents from the U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402 


FN 
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